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HELLO! HOW DO
YOU DO?

Hello, Madam! How are you
doing?

Come on, Aruna! How are you?
Are you fine?

I am fine. Are all of you fine?

Yes! How is your father?

He is fine.

Sit. How is your younger
brother?
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He is fine. How is your baby?

[ am fine. Please don't sit in that
chair. That is not all-right.

Please sit in this chair.

Papa! come here. Take this doll.

Go! Take it!

What are those books?

Those two are Telugu novels,

these two are English novels.

Are these the Telugu novels?

Yes, Their names are Maici
Manasu (Good Heart) and
Jivitam (The life).

Who are the authors of those
books?

These books are written by the
same author, Aruna! Gopala-
rao. Papa! Turn on that light.
Turn on the fan also. Open the
window shutters.

Papa don't turn on the fan. It is

cold. Shut the windows also.
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Don't shut the window shutters
so harsh, dear! shut them
gently.

Is Gopalarao the writer of those
books?

He is also a good poet.

Are those two his novels?

Yes. His younger brother is also
a good poet.

A poet? or a writer?

He is both. His novel is
Sudigupdam (The whirlpool).

Are those two writers?

Poets also.

My brother is also a poet. Papa!
Are the dolls nice?

Nice, madam!

Come here. Tell me your name.
Sit by my side. dear!

Go dear! Tell her your name.
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My name is Lata. See this
photograph, I am also in that.
Is it nice?

It is nice. Who are these four,

Papa?

She is my friend, Girija.

Oh! Is she Girija?

yes.

Are they younger sisters of your
friend?

These two are Girija's younger
sisters. This is Rama Girija's
younger sister. That is Uma,
Girija's cousin. This is Suguna,
a friend of Girija's sister. All
these four are my friends.

Where are their houses?

Near Saroja's house. Saroja's
house number is sixteen. Their

house number is seventeen.

When is your Delhi tour.
madam?

In December.



An Intensive Course in Telugu

e Gwoadd & Doirndr
&00HE IFL0E. SO K.
@Dgad}@s %0k,

508 1 DTS, E00d NSE
TS SEnD1 D DOFwd
Dpcssm?

e : ) D0 TS Sod

DRILLS
a. Substitution drill
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Delhi tour in December! Don't

go in the December. It's cold.

Go in October.

There is no problem. The cold
1s not much in the first week

of December. When are your

examinations?

They are in the last week of

March, madam.

Model (iii)
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Model (vii)
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c¢. Transformation drill
Model (i)
©0 T Ygo.
O T QYITD.
1. @b o aw.
2. & I wBe.
3. B T W)TETD.

Model (ii)
& QS0 Wrcd.
& QYAE0 WVIeER.
1. & S0 Howg.
2. & Bew S
3. 8¢&38en ooy

EXERCISES

Model (iii)
QA O
Qo TX.
1. @ &°6).
2. & Ty BWE.
3. 9 DYoo o

Model (iv)
e B0 HODOs.
e DEW HODE0C.
1. a0 06 ddo&.
2. & Ty SN’
3. & HHE &r8odé.

a. Fill in the blanks using the correct forms of the cue words given in

the parentheses, as shown in the model.

Model
(e98) 0e3? 3. (740) @y I5&?

o 0E? 4. (220)202080 DAEE?
1. (e9) 200e3? 5. (DBew) 2000E?
2. () 200&? 6. o (Sa500)c80) 2OES?
b. Write the plural forms of the following.
QR IS8
W) TrETeD TED

c. Rewrite the following sentences as shown in the models.

Model (i)
S S EE.
S SsEr TE.

1. S f)iréac 8.

2. S edomg S0,
3. ®80 fol%éocéo.
4. D% QP TERD.
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Model (ii)
A. @& 70 B. @8 &r6Y0é.
e 6. 0 &6 508,

1. S35 o 5. & QJgo &F.
2. & QY50 SrEos. 6. & DIF0 S,
3. S0 DX, 7. Béw D0dgods.
4. 888 Snaigod. 8. J & IDYP.
d. Combine the following.
QR + @wod = &0 + @od =
e + odm = Sr0)S + @i =
e. Answer the following questions in affirmation.
Model
& Ty dor wod? 3. Q0 GTED?
27006, 4. 0 S5 e &TR?
1. 0 T D &od? 5. & ) Do emom?
2. B ITH J STI? 6. & IIO I &od?

f. Fill in the blanks with the oblique forms of the nouns/pronouns given
in the parentheses.

Model &3 o 26,5 &6, (©85)
T S0y B DG 6.
1. erar) DHS &8, (Ie)
2. e ¥ S 2HS. (aw)
3. g% &6 @06, ()
VOCABULARY
2D good; nice; well; fine (a fine.”, 236D ‘Tam
bound form which al- fine.’, etc.)
ways occurs with the e how; in which way/man-
existential verb forms ner/direction
such as eo& ‘It is S yes
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all right

to go

anovel

oblique base of 2

good

the heart which is the
seat or repository of
emotions

life

oblique base of e

writer; author

a lamp

1. to turn on, to switch
on; 2. to shut (like a
door or a shutter)

feminine affectionate
address marker

afan

1. to turn off, to switch
off ; 2. to shut (like a
door or a shutter)

chilly; cold (adv.)

to shut

in a harsh manner
(adv.)

GRAMMAR NOTES

8.1.

O

)
Q0&MHOC0
Vel
RDETI)

a%@;
Q083
025
DA
DO
8
(0390
&oa®
)
Qé\)&oﬁ
0§ 208
DETBE

gently (adv.)

a poet

a whirlpool

own (adj.) (See 8.17.2.)

father’s elder brother;
mother’s elder sister’s
husband

plural of ¥

oblique form of ¥

number

sixteen

seventeen

the city of Delhi

journey

December

cold (n); chill (n)

more

October

There is no problem; It
is all right.

first

week

a test; examination

March

last; final

In this lesson the megatrve=rmperative forms of the verb are intro-
duced. —-e9% -aku is added to the verbal base to form non-honorific negative

and -e50& -akaMdi for its corresponding honorific singular/plural form.
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2)%@ + ©H = 5@5@& ‘Don’t go.’(non-hon. sg. 2.12.2.)
vellu + aku = vellaku
Q%Y + ol = J¢Hsosk  ‘Please don’t go.” (hon. sg. &

vellu + akaMdi = vellakaMdi pl. (2.12.2))
o+ ©0 = 0D ‘Don’t come.’(non-hon. sg. 3.13.1.)

13 + aku = raku

&8y + @H = &6 ‘Don’tsit.” (hon.sg. &

kirco + aku = kircoku pl. (3.13.1.)
8.2. Recall the imperative forms introduced so far, such as 50y ceppu
‘Tell!’,abgoc% ceppaMdi ‘Please tell!” (2.8.); © ra ‘Come!’, o0& raMdi

(also 80& raMdi c.f. 7.15)) ‘Please come!’, éJ"SSQ kiarco ‘Sit!”, §5°68ro%
kiarcoMdi ‘Pease sit!” (3.12.), etc.

8.2.1. A verbal base in Telugu can have four forms in the imperative
mood which are as follows:

Imperative
Affirmative Negative

Sing‘ular Plur‘al# Sin(g"ular Plural’
verbal base + verbal base + verbal base + verbal base +
zero* 0% aMdi % aku 80& akaMdi
Y + O Q¢ + @0k Y + D Q¢ + ol
= %Y = 3%)0%? = DO = J¢Ho&k®
vellu + @ vellu + aMdi vellu + aku vellu + akaMdi
vellu vellaMd® vellaku® vellakaMdi®
‘Gol’ Please go!” ‘Don’t go!’ ‘Please don’t go!”

* ‘Zero’ means ‘no suffix’. In other words, the base itself can be used as the imperative
affirmative singular form.

# Plural forms are used as honorific singular forms also.

@ For sandhi c f.2.12.2.

159



An Intensive Course in Telugu

8.2.2. Most of the verbal bases introduced in this Course can be used as

imperative forms in non-honorific affirmative singular without any suffix.

o ra ‘Come!’ 5%@ vellu ‘Go!’
&8 tisuko “Take!” QY ceppu ‘Tell!’, ete.

There are, however, some bases which are slightly modified when used in
imperative affirmative singular. A mention will be made about these bases as
and when they are introduced in the forthcoming lessons.

8.3. Telugu verbal bases, as introduced in this Course, can end in both
a consonant (Lessons 33 and 34) and a vowel. The final vowel can be a short
vowel or a long vowel. The final short vowel will always be ¢ u. There are
also a few = 7ending bases and one @ a ending base & pada (Lesson 20)
which is a type of defective verb as it occurs only in imperative affirmative (See
20.5.). In the case of @ 7ending bases, the final 2 7 can be predicted by the
presence of a consonant 02 y in the final syllable. In other words, if there is
a consonant 0 yin the final syllable of a verbal base, the final vowel is 2 7.
In all other cases of the short vowel ending bases, except & pada, the final
vowel is ¢ u. In the case of long vowel ending bases, the final vowel can be
e Fora Eord o

8.3.1. In this lesson the following & 7 ending bases are introduced.

Imp. sg. Imp. pl. Imp. neg. sg. Imp. neg. pl. Root meaning
p. & p

& hon.sg. & hon. sg.

208 Q0dg0s INTOVUIS ISTevsicteled ‘switch on; shut
veyyi veyyaMdi  veyyaku veyyakaMdi (like a door)’
€a00g Zlevuicele) LIONRIcSN efevulclele) ‘switch off; open
tyyi tiyyaMdi  tiyyaku tiyyakaMdi  (like a door)’
00000 S00WGoE  a00dg Joooggodk  ‘shut; close’
muyyi muyyaMdi muyyaku muyyakaMdi

QON§ + @WO&% = OGOt ‘Please switch on (the light);

veyyi + aMdi = veyyaMdr* Please shut (the door)!”
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DOWE + @ = DOIGH* ‘Don’t switch on (the light);
veyyi + aku = veyyaku* Don’t shut (the door)!”
QON§ + @Z0&% = JodgSol* ‘Please don’t switch on (the light);

veyyi + akaMdi = veyyakaMdr* Please don’t shut (the door)!’
* For sandhi see 2.12.2.

84. =& vaiand ¢ vi jare the oblique bases of the neuter plural
pronouns @ avi ‘those one’ and 2D 7vi ‘these ones’ (4.7.) respectively.

8.5. Notice the use of the inclusive marker (7.9.; 7.9.1.) in sentences like
So SS00)c> $3 ma tammudii kave! “My brother is also a poet.”
Compare this sentence with
V3o B0, nénid lenu. ‘1 am also not there.’

In both the sentences the inclusive marker denotes the meaning ‘also’ and is
equivalent to 8¢ kiida ‘also; too’(lesson 2). But there is a difference in
usage. The first sentence contains an NP (noun phrase) §2 kavr ‘poet’ with
an emphatic marker - - (3.3.) as its predicate, and the second sentence
contains a verb &3 /énu as its predicate.

8.5.1. When the subject NP of a verbless sentence (1.1.) has the inclu-
sive marker, the predicate NP will obligatorily have the emphatic marker - -
€ (3.3.). [For an exception see 8.6. before.]

o0 Q. nénu vidyarthini. ‘1 am a student.”
3 DG"SQ@; néni vidyarthiné. ‘I am also a student.’
0PI 8. ayana kavi. ‘He is a poet.’
S0HT £ ayana kave! ‘He is also a poet.’

When $&° kidda ‘also; too’ is used instead of the inclusive marker in the
subject NP, the use of emphatic marker in the predicate NP is optional.

ONS &7 8D or e0NS 7T S ‘He is also a poet.’
ayana kiada kavi or ayana kida kavé!
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8.6. Notice the use of numerals like 30> reMdu ‘two’ and 'acgéo
1ddaru ‘two persons’ when their final vowels are lengthened (i.e., when they
take the inclusive marker).

doc reMdu ‘two’ docér reMdi ‘both of them (neut.)’
QQ& iddaru ‘two persons’ QQL> iddard ‘both of them (human)’
ooecdy mildu ‘three’ ooecéoe midi “all the three (neut.)’

Q& mugguru “three persons’ <o mugguri “all the three (human)’

and so on. When the subject NP of a verbless sentence contains a numeral
with inclusive marker, the use of emphatic marker in the predicate NP is op-
tional. (Also see 8.5.1.)

@) 00 Jdoen.  avi reMdu navalalu. ‘Those are two novels.’
) V0 ddoen  avi reMdi navalalu.  ‘Both of them are novels.’
@) V0&T 3508  avi reMdil navalalé  ‘Both of them are novels!’

In these sentences the emphatic marker denotes emphasis on the word to which
it is added.

8.7. es) 4/ ‘yes’ is an answer word expressing assent to a question

containing an affirmative form of a verb.

(O o? bagunnara? ‘Are you fine?’
e al ‘Yes.’
3 eranE? ravi bagunnada? ‘Is Ravi fine?’
e al ‘Yes.’
8.8. The oblique form of @ev i/lu ‘house’ is R0 M 1.
Q08 S0  IM [ naMbaru ‘the number of the house’
208 sl IM i daggara ‘near the house; at home’
8.9. Post-positions (4.6.) are added to oblique bases (2.2.1.). One of

the functions of the oblique bases in Telugu is to be used with case suffixes. In
other words, the nouns and pronouns in Telugu have two forms, viz., nominative

base and oblique base. Nominative base is used where the noun or pronoun
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is used as subject, i.e., in nominative case, and also when no case suffix is
added to it. Oblique base is used when the noun takes suffixes/postpostions
of other cases. However most of the nouns and some of the pronouns in
Telugu have the same form when used as nominative base and as well
as oblique base. Some such nouns are mentioned in 3.6.1. and 4.6., and

pronouns in 2.2.

8.9.1. A mention will be made in this Course about those nouns whose
oblique bases show changed forms, as and when such nouns are introduced.
Regarding the other nouns, it can be taken that they do not show any changes
when used as oblique bases.

8.9.2. In expressions like 20¢3 &GS IM i daggara ‘near the house’, &
é)ég);() &8 ) na pakkana kirco ‘Sit by side of me.’, etc. it can be seen that
the post-positions (CS((jCS daggara ‘near’ and 583 pakkana ‘by side of/ next
to’) are added to oblique bases. Similarly,

Q08 VS IM i pakkana ‘by the side of/next to the house’
208 D& iMimida ‘on the house’

D sl nr daggara ‘with/at you’

&I DS atani pakkana ‘by his side/ next to him’
VA na mida ‘on me’

etc. are possible.
8.10. The plural form of @e 7//u *house’ is 'a@éoe) 1/[u ‘houses’

8.11. When the plural suffix -0 -/zis added to > /uending nouns the
suffix —®o -/uand the word final syllable @ /utogether become €2) //u.

VW + W = T ‘younger sisters’
cellelu + lu = cellellu
Q0 + @ = W) ‘schools’

skilu + lu = skiallu
WTET + 00 = W&oy ‘friends (fem.)’

snéhituralu + lu = snéhiturallu
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8.12. e ela ‘how; in which way/manner/direction’ is the correspond-
ing interrogative word of @¢r a/7 and @ /2 (7.16.) the manner adverbs.
Recall that the manner adverbs also add a locative shade of meaning to the

verb, and can express a sense of direction (7.16).

8.13. —@9552 -amma is a non-honorific feminine address marker (2.10.).
This is added to a sentence if the speaker wants to express affection and

intimacy to a female addressee who is normally younger to him/her.

@E)cs 035603'1655‘2? Who is there, dear?

akkada evarunnaramma?

Recall the use of —-e0& -aMdi the epicene honorific address marker (2.10.).

eHG ASHITNC0E? Who is there, sir/madam?
akkada evarunnaraMdr?

8.14. Notice the use of the emphatic questions in the following sentences:
Qoo BV Jd©en? Are these the Telugu novels?

1véna telugu navalalu?
TYROT SS00SBT? Are both of them writers?
valliddari racayitaléna?

In these sentences the interrogative marker —es -7 is added to forms which are

inflected by the emphatic marker - -é.
[2d + J] + & = Qu? (For sandhi see 8.15.2. below.)
[ivi + é] + a = ivéna?
[S5aSen + D] + € = SEaNSST? (For sandhi see 8.15.2. below.)

[racayitalu + é| + a = racayitaléna?

T Sonder? Are they writers? (a normal question)
vallu racayitala?

T BSa0SDT? Are they writers?(an emphatic question)
vallu racayitaléna?
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Notice the shift of emphasis in the following setences:

Ty SSensd? Are they writers?
vallu racayitaléna?
TET GSonsen? Are they writers?
valléna racayitalu?
8.15. Notice the following sandhi processes.
8.15.1. Recall the sandhi process e + 4 = & in pronunciation and the &

is written as es 7(3.13.2.). The combination of the word final o) e and the
interrogative marker —¢s -7 is also pronounced as @ (the long vowel available
in English words like cat, rat, mat, etc.) but written as & 2.

SD + &8? = &sS°? ame + a? = ama?(in writing) ‘Is she?’
ama (in pronunciation)
But when emphatic marker - -&is added to the o) e ending bases the bases
drop their final vowel - -e as described in 2.12.2.

S + cb! = es0| ame + él = amé! ‘It is she!’

8.15.2. When the interrogative marker —es -7 and the emphatic marker —o)
-€ is added to a long vowel ending base/form a consonant & 2 is inserted
between the base/form and the marker.

00) + &? = OO? kurci + 42 = kurcina? ‘Is it a chair?’

838 + 1 = 838D ki ik + &/ = ki ikiné! ‘It is a window!’

O + &? = @T?* adé + a? = adena? ‘Is it?’
(* This is an emphatic question [8.14.]. @& adé [©& + Q adi + é! (3.3)]
is a form with emphatic marker, and it ends in a long vowel & &. Interrogative
marker —es -7 is added to the form and the consonant & nis realized.)

8.15.3. Recall the sandhi process involved in 2083508 idugonaMdr
(7.14.). The address marker —@éj‘z -amma also triggers the same change as
that of what —~e0& -aMdrdoes.

R/ + s = RH S ‘Here it is, dear (fem.)!’
SrnE + sl = 555"8?3@5%055‘2! ‘It is in March, dear (fem.)!’
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8.16.

Notice the use of the forms of the existential verb along with the

bound form (=the form which does not occur in isolation as an independent

word) e0- bagu- ‘good; nice; well; fine’.

8.17.
8.17.1.

2708 (27 + ©ob) ‘It/She is fine.’

baguMdi (bagu + uMdi)

erda)o® (a7 + esomow) “They (neut.) are fine.”

bagunnayi (bagu + unnayi)

eI (e + &) ‘He (non-hon) is fine.”

bagunnadu (bagu + unnadu)

2T (e + wod)  ‘He/She (hon.) is fine; They (hum.) are
bagunnaru (bagu + unnaru) fine; You (hon.sg. & pl) are fine.’
eI (a7 + &)  “You (non-hon. sg.) are fine.’
bagunnavu (bagu + unnavu)

2T (et + &) “Tam fine.”

bagunnanu (bagu + unnanu)

a0 (erth + &Io)  ‘Weare fine.”

bagunnaM (bagu + unnaMl)

Cultural Note.
Consider the following sentences:
D ST E0? ‘How are you?’
ela unnaru?
(O T? ‘Are you fine?’
bagunnara?
o) T MO G ? ‘How is your father?

mi nannagarela unnaru?
D BB 2P HTNE? ‘Is your younger brother fine?’

mi tammudu bagunnada?

These are the expressions used in greeting the intimate persons.
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8.17.2. Recall the phrase &r0& 2@« soMta cellelu in the conversation
used in the text of the lesson. €0 cellelumeans ‘younger sister’. o soMta

literally means ‘own (adj.)’.

In Telugu culture, the children of the father’s brothers and mother’s sisters are
considered to be equal to brothers and sisters. Hence the term 935038
annayya ‘elder brother’, &)¢® fammugu ‘younger brother’, ©$00§ akkayya
‘elder sister’ and @@ew cellelu ‘younger sister’ are also used to refer to the
children of father’s brothers and mother’s sisters. As such, in order to differ-
entiate the brothers and sisters with same parents from the children of the
father’s brothers and mother’s sisters, the adjective *o¢ soMta is used before
the kinship terms @S)00g annayya, $33)¢0 tammudu, ©$H03§ akkayya
and 8o cellelu.

3)0DG/ B0 ‘elder/younger brother
annayyal tammudu and parallel cousin’
0d eI ohy/ Fod SS0)c ‘elder/younger brother’
soMta annayyal soMta tammudu

%0308 /DB ‘elder/younger sister
akkayya/ cellelu and parallel cousin’
08 ©FHoig /08 DB ‘elder/younger sister’

soMta akkayya/ soMta cellelu

The use of the adjective o soMia is made only at the time of reference and

not at the time of address.
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